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Essay Topics – Elephant (2003) – Directed by Gus Van Sant
Choose one of the following topics about the film Elephant and draft a five-paragraph response.  You may choose any of the topics below or write on your own topic.  It must be an analysis of an idea, not just a summary.  
· How does the style of the film Elephant help to enforce the meaning behind the film?

· In many ways, the film Elephant is presented as a documentary (although it is not).  Think about the two documentaries we viewed in class and discuss similarities in Elephant and the documentaries.  Why do you believe it was done that way?

· For a film about a school shooting, there is very little action.  Where does the element of suspense and fear come into play?

· If you know anything about the Columbine school shootings in 1999, discuss similarities and differences between the film and the historical incident.

· Often times, high school life is overly dramatized and made quite theatrical in both film and television.  Did you find the representation of high school in the film realistic or fictional?  Why?  How does that affect the theme of the film?

Remember – you may also do your own topic.

Requirements

· 5 paragraphs

· Introduction (with thesis), body paragraph (main idea), body paragraph (main idea), body paragraph (main idea), conclusion

· Typed, double-spaced

· MLA Heading and format

ROUGH DRAFT IS DUE ON WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2010 – (15 points)

THEY WILL BE RETURNED ON MONDAY, NOVEMBER 22, 2010 

FINAL COPY DUE WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2010 – (75 points)
YOU MUST HAND-IN A COPY OF YOUR ESSAY BEFORE YOU LEAVE FOR THANKSGIVING BREAK.  NONE WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER THE BELL.
